MARICOPA COUNTY RECORDED SURVEYS
EXPLANATIONS AND COMMENTS

I would first like to give a little history as to why I made this database. First, there is state law A.R.S. 33-105 which basically states that if a surveyor has a significant enough difference between monuments, boundaries etc. and either recorded data or another survey, he is required to show and record his survey to document that difference. Second, there is a practicality to knowing if someone has previously surveyed the lines/points that you are about to, and may save you time and expense in the retracement; not to mention the liability aspect of, say, setting a 1/4 corner you believe is lost, but later finding out that there are older recorded surveys that definitively show it's position being different than yours. Third, at the local level in Maricopa County, which does not have a county surveyor, they have no logical system of tracking older recorded surveys, even though I believe they are required to by state law, and even though the new surveys are being fed into the computer database, I believe that the entries are too general for a surveyor's efficient use i.e. - a recorded survey of a small subdivision lot in say, the southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of Section 10, would be entered by the clerk as just a results of survey in section 10, which would cause the researching surveyor to look at the fiche of the survey and determine what it is exactly, and in this case, probably be of little or no use to him or her, unless they were surveying that same lot, or an adjoiner.

The way I see it, without a more detailed logging of recorded surveys, both past and present, the local surveyor is almost S.O.L. concerning older surveys, and in regards to the new surveys, would require a trip to the county recorders office every time they were performing a new boundary type of survey.

I have strived to make my descriptions detailed enough, but brief, that would tell the prudent surveyor if he needs to get a copy of the document in that it will help and/or legally affect his survey.

             For the sake of saving time and brevity, I did not record details of the survey such as date, company name, client, etc., but I do think that there is enough information so that the surveyor can decide if he needs to acquire a particular survey, or if it will not apply/help them.

             The way I designed the database is that you would first look at the Cadd township map to see if the area you are working in, or adjacent to, has any recorded surveys logged. Then you would look up the book and page on the survey list, which is arranged numerically, and read the description and determine if the document has pertinent data to your project.

             This database only includes recorded surveys, and not subdivision plats or all maps of dedication because a) the county recorders office does not have a viable, easily referenced system to find recorded surveys and b) I am assuming, rightly or wrongly, that almost all surveyors, in preparing for a project, have either a title report or access to assessors' microfiche/maps, both of which reference subdivision plats and dedication maps quite well.

This database only includes recorded surveys contained in the Book of Maps and the Book of Surveys. It does not include any in the docket page/recording number system, nor any that are on the microfiche cards that are in the same drawer, and in front of, the cards of the Book of Surveys.

My reasoning on how I did the entries on the survey list is that most surveyor's, in the context of this database, are generally more interested in the sectional lines and corners and not as much in a particular parcels' boundaries. So if a survey was made for the purpose of determining the east half of the southwest quarter of the southeast quarter, but does show the entire surveyed section, or quarter section,(rightly so I believe),then I list the "greater" portions surveyed and not the "small" parcel, since someone retracing that survey, or near it, would have to "break" the same area down. I also limited the entry for time and brevity sake. If a recorded survey is just of a small lot or parcel and does not reference any sectional lines, then I describe it as it is.

All entries shown on the township maps that indicate Books 1, 2, or 3, refer to the Book of Surveys file, with just one exception, entry 1-27 refers to the Book of Maps. All other numbered entries refer to the Book of Maps.

At this time I would like to make a general disclaimer that I do not guarantee or warrant that all recorded surveys located in the Book of Surveys or Book of Maps is listed here, nor that this list does not contain any typo errors, nor do I take responsibility for any errors or omissions made by the authors of the recorded surveys that may have been duplicated here. I can say though, that I put forth my best effort to be as thorough and accurate as possible.

Now for a short explanation of abbreviations and typical entries that are not self-explanatory:

365-40 R.O.S.  = Book and page and title of document

R.O.S. = Results of  Survey, or Record of Survey, or Report of Survey

P.O.S. = Plat of Survey

Bdry = Boundary Survey

ALTA = American Land Title Association Survey

R/W = Right of Way Survey

NE 1/4, Sec.27, 2N-4E - means 3 or all 4 quarter section lines of Section 27 of Township 2 North, Range 4 East are defined or can be calculated.

NW 1/4, SW 1/4, Sec.12, 1N-7E - means 3 or all 4  1/16th lines are defined or can be calculated.

Section 25,4N-1E - means all section and midsection lines are defined or can be calculated.

Parcel in SE 1/4, Sec.5, 3N-3E - means map may or may not reference to any sectional lines or portions thereof. 

S.line of the NE 1/4, Sec.23, 5N-1E - self explanatory except that I wanted to add that I would choose this way of describing it, as opposed to "the N.line of the SE 1/4", to indicate that the actual parcel the survey was made for is in the NE 1/4.

Survey of Lot 21 of 162/30 in SE 1/4, Sec.36 - means survey of Lot 21 of subdivision plat book 162 of maps, page 30, and may or may not reference any sectional lines or portions thereof.

In closing I would like to comment that perhaps there should be a county surveyor position for Maricopa County, even though I hate to add to the bureaucracy. This would alleviate some of the problems as I see it in that this person could review the surveys for accuracy and errors, make sure there is a reference to the appropriate quarter section(s) (some surveys unbelievably do not even do this - no wonder the recorders office can't catalog them by the PLSS system), and make sure the map represents a "real" survey - I have seen some drawings that are either just a site plan, or just a map based on assessors map measurements! 

             I believe that it also may be helpful if there are some drafting standards that are adopted. Some of the recorded surveys I have seen make me feel embarrassed to be in the land surveying "profession" - some look no better than a handwritten map on a napkin, while others use either such small mechanical lettering, or messy indistinguishable handwriting, you can't even read the information. Why bother recording something if the information can't help anyone!

             Lastly, I think the issue of copyrighting surveys in relation to recording them should be cleared up and discussed within the profession. I occasionally have seen a recorded survey with a copyright statement on it, saying that others do not have permission to use the information shown on the map. I admittedly am not a legal expert on this issue, but it seems to me that the act of recording a survey, for public use, is contrary to the copyright statement. I would suggest that two versions of the same survey be made - one version with the copyright on, which is distributed to the client and all other third parties, and one without the copyright for recording.

If anyone should find any errors in my database, please contact me with the correction(s) so that I may be able to better serve you.

Sincerely,

Daniel N. Miller, R.L.S.

(480) 461-5995 or

(602) 291-2015

