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There are {wo separate and distinct systems of land mean that _,the township is situated 16 tiers north of Ny 4 re)
surveys in the United States: (1) The system of metes the Base Line for the Principal Meridian and 7 ranges
and bounds in which each parcel of iand is individually west of that meridion. Guide Meridians, at intervals of
described and bounded, and (2) the system of rec- 24 miles east and (or) west of the Principal Meridian, :
tangular surveys under which the land is divided bas- are extended north and {or) south (rom the Base Line: . / X\
jcally into equal-sized townships, sections, and frac- Standard Parallels, at 24 mile intervals north and (or) e ~
. tions thereof, south of the Base Line, afe extended east and {or) Ny
“The irregular system of metes and bounds is used west from the Principal Meridian. '
entirely in Maim;.sl New é{ampshire. Vermont, Massa- The Township-is 6 miles square. It is divided into
chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New 36 square-mile “sections” of 640 acres cach which . P
Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South may be divided and subdivided as desired. The TOWHShIp and Range Survey System oy
Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, Kentucky, Texas, and diagrams herewith show the system of numbering the ) - LH
parts of O_hio. Each parcel of land varies in size, is sections and the usual method of subdividing them. ‘. RANGES WEST RANGES £AST e m e Range 3E (6 Milegy === =~ > - fer - ——— Suluininl 1 Mile v s st it s s s e > .
described independently, and is not tied in to any Example: A piece of land is described as “the NW I Y YT TATT [ : ) 3 1 H ; i T
system of base lines. of the SE 14 of section 14, T 6 N, R 11 W, 6th Prin. 2T Base Lmal 17 n 3 By s {4321t wit §oweed | owwd 1owe4 |
The system of rectangular surveys was inaugurated Mer.” The translation is “the northwest quar- 4 - g § LT ; i : ( i i
in 1784 and the laws governing its establishment have, ter of the southeast quarter of section 14 in township # £ 4 Sl parbediy R EEEEE R I " N Yore e e Pasmann (N — :
with various modifications, been applied to all of the 6 north and range 11 west of the 6th Principal Merid- CodeibodedhrdBhodesdiderdrihe i) u HitheE . Ky H | H H
United States with the exception of the states listed ian.” By referring to the map the approximate R . i : £ § - E Wi i SEY : swy 3 sE% !
above. Under this system the lands are divided into location of this 40-acre tract can easily be determined. Principal Meridians, Base Lines and w | oo ow e | o e 19 18117 116 | 15 "114’ 13 ¢ Section | - &
“townships,” 6 miles square, which are related to base Irregular tracts of land are, of course, also described Areas controlled thereby. : BASE : LiNE Yy a T 1 141 E
lines established by the federal government. The base by metes and bounds within the rectangular survey : ) 13 192 |20 22| 23|26 |2 w b Lo \ |
lines running north and south are known as “Principal system. They are, however, tied in to the monuments Each square on this map represents o o g ek : kil : WA KX !
Meridians” while the east and west base lines are established under the rectangular system, 16 Townshi T P & M ' & ST MY — e e fomm e s YR
called simply “Base Lines.” The township numbers : il ownships and is 4 cfwnshfps o gl $ 30 | 29 128 | 27 )26 25 | S"‘;ﬂ/ : SE;/ ;
east or west of the Principal Meridians are designated railes square. f : ¢ ' wih o 1ot 1 ey i
as ranges whereas the numbers north and south of the ' £ 3| 28| 35 | 36 I} : | H !
Ba.se Line are tiers. Thus, the description of a town- Areas in which old Metes a.nd Bounds > R rpEpe x — . : ';'
ship as “Township 16 Nerth, Range 7 West™ would Systems are used arc left blank. Township and Range System A Township Divided into Sections A Section Subdivided (640 Acres)
A
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